
Adventure in the Stratosphere and Beyond  
at the UW-M Planetarium hosted by Dr. Jean Creighton 

 “I really wanted more Astronomy in my 

life; so much so that I was willing to cross 

the Atlantic to get a masters degree from 

Saint Mary’s University in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia.” 

  Jean next attended the University of 

Waterloo, graduating with a Ph.D. in 

Astrophysics in 1998. Since September 

1999, Jean has been teaching Astrono-

my at various levels at the University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and, in 2007, 

became director of the UWM Man-

fred Olson Planetarium. 

 

The Manfred Olson Planetarium 

is connected to the Physics Building, 

South of the Engineering and Mathe-

matical Science building. The planetari-

um was erected in 1965 and was 

named after Manfred Olson (1903-

1966), a professor of physics from 

1931 to 1963.  

 

The main entrance of the Physics 

building is 1900 E Kenwood Blvd. The 

number on the building (1964) is the 

year it was built, not the address. To 

find the planetarium, go up the steps 

to the main entrance, and then walk 

past the vending machines and the 

bathrooms. Continue down the hall-

way to the very end where you will 

see the planetarium doors on your 

right.   

 

 If you need a wheel-chair  

accessible entrance, use the path be-

tween the Physics building and the 

Engineering & Mathematical Sciences 

building, off Cramer Street . The en-

trance to Physics is on your right. 

Once inside the building, you will see 

the planetarium door immediately to 

your left. 

 

       

Saturday,  
March 5 
At the UWM  

Planetarium 

Program begins 
1 p.m.  

Hosted by  
Dr. Jean Creighton 

 
The Manfred Olson  

Planetarium  
1900 E Kenwood Blvd 

is located inside the UWM 

Physics building . 

Main entrance is just a  

little east of the corner of 

Kenwood Blvd & Cramer St. 

 
Due to construction on the UWM 

campus, some parking lots may be 

temporarily closed. Please arrive 

early to ensure a parking space. 
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“I am eager to share with you 
my adventures in the strato-
sphere as a 

NASA  
Airborne  
Astronomy 
Ambassador. 

I will also share 
my excitement 
about space exploration and 
our understanding of the amaz-
ing cosmos.  Finally, we will 
look at stars and constellations 
to get ready for spring nights. I 
will be delighted to  
answer your questions.” 
 

Dr. Jean Creighton 
 

B orn in Toronto, Ontario, Jean 

grew up in Athens, Greece 

where from the age of five she 

showed a great interest in how 

stars form.  

 “To me,” Jean says, “Physics was 

the gateway to Astronomy, and so I 

studied (in the Physics Department) at 

the University of Athens, graduating in 

1991.  
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B y the time you all receive this, it 
is entirely possible that spring 

will already be on its way.  No matter 
what, you have to admit that winter 
has been very kind to us this year and 
given that, I think we can look for-
ward to warm spring and sum-
mer...and we are due! 
 
Let me start with a huge thank you to 
Program Chair – Charity Bogdan 
Blount and Kathe Bogdan for arrang-
ing two great speakers, Tina Jones and 
Bernell Hooker, for our February 
meeting.  I have had feedback from 
many of our members that we would 
like to get more involved with the 
Girls on the Run organization and see 
how our Branch can get involved.   It 
is really nice to see this kind of excite-
ment and enthusiasm from our mem-
bers because that excitement is what 
will get you all out talking to people 
about the great things we are doing, 
and increasing our membership! 
 
As you may know, the AAUW State 
Convention is just around the corner 
now – April 22nd and 23rd.  The event 

Michelle Prosek 

is in Madison this year and the theme 
is Women Take the Lead, a particular-
ly relevant topic with so many high 
powered women in the news today.   
As a member of our Branch, you are 
welcome to join us at the convention 
and the Branch will pay the registra-
tion fee.  If you are interested in pur-
suing leadership opportunities within 
the Branch, I encourage you to join 
us at convention.  Please contact the 
office for more information or feel 
free to contact me directly. I am hap-
py to talk to you about my experi-
ences at convention. 
 
Finally, as you saw on the front page, 
our March meeting is a field trip!  
We are taking our show on the road!  
The best part is we are having one of 
our very own members, Dr. Jean 
Creighton, introduce us to the UWM 
Planetarium.  We will be getting the 
word out about this change in venue 
in a variety of ways – emails, a post-
card, and this newsletter— to ensure 
that everyone knows of this program 
change of venue, BUT WE NEED 
YOUR HELP.  As you talk with fel-
low members, please remind them of 

this change so that 
folks don’t show 
up at the Astor on 
March 5th and won-
der why we are not there.   
 
Here are the five W’s and, as always, 
if you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact the office or 
me for further discussion.   
 
WHO:  ALL BRANCH MEMBERS 

and GUESTS!   
WHAT:   AAUW-Milwaukee Branch 

MARCH Monthly Meeting,  
 Saturday, March 5th 
WHERE:  The UWM Planetarium 

1900 E. Kenwood Blvd (on the 
corner of Kenwood and Cramer) 
which is the main entrance of 
the Physics building. http://
uwm.edu/planetarium/ 

WHEN:  The tour will begin 
promptly at 1:00.  Please plan  

 to arrive by 12:45.  When you 
arrive at the planetarium, you 
may go right in. 

WHY:  Dr. Jean Creighton,  
 Director of the Manfred Olson 

Planetarium, is a member of  
 the branch and has graciously 

offered to be our host presenter 
for this special program. This is 
free to our membership.   

 
Please note, that we will NOT 
have a social beforehand or a lunch-
eon afterwards. Members are wel-
come to coordinate plans on their 
own.   
Parking is on the street or in a lot 
east of science buildings off Ken-
wood Blvd. 
 
Thank you everyone.  If there is any 
other information you would like to 
see in our newsletter each month, 
please let us know your feedback.   
  
Thank you and be kind to one  
another! 

Michelle Prosek 

Dear AAUW-Milwaukee Branch Members, 

 

 

 

 

T he committee which selects organizations to receive donations from our Do-

nor Advised Funds at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation has chosen the 

following groups to receive funding this year: 

  

UWM Foundation (Scholarship)    $2000 

League of Women Voters of Milwaukee   $1000 

The Gathering               $500  

Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Initiative $500 

Feeding America             $500 

Pearls for Teen Girls         $500 

Meta House              $500 

Optimist Theater          $500  

We are pleased to be able to support so many worthwhile organizations in the Mil-

waukee area with our donations. 

 Margaret Courtright, Finance Committee Chair,  

 on behalf of the committee 

BRANCH INVESTMENTS  
  Yield Donations  for Community 
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As we mentioned in our column last 

month, we will be sharing these in-

terviews with you in an insert to be 

included in the April Newsletter. We 

are amazed to discover the remarka-

ble variety of talented professionals 

who have joined our AAUW Branch. 

Some of the main issues of interest 

to our new members (which are also 

AAUW’s current special interests) 

are equal rights in education, human 

rights, women’s health, travel, the 

environment, the arts, immigration, 

human trafficking, and the minimum 

wage and gender pay equity. We 

have a number of new members who 

are bilingual and one who is trilingual. 

Coincidently, most are or were in 

teaching or in educational administra-

tion. Besides a number of educators, 

we have lawyers, social workers and 

a psychotherapist. What a 

find!  Look for your April Newsletter 

to meet your newest “sisters” in our 

Branch!  

Y our Membership Committee is 

presently conducting personal 

interviews of our newest members. 

Some of the interview questions 

involve: What or who 

inspired you to join AAUW?  What 

are your current career activi-

ties?  What are your leisure time 

interests, community involvement, 

volunteer work?  What issues 

are important to you?  The positive 

response has been indeed phenom-

enal. This idea was introduced and 

developed by our entrusted Mem-

bership Committee, as a masterful 

new way to welcome our new 

members and to integrate them 

personally into our Branch. And 

what a truly remarkable experience 

this has been for us! 

Although this is a much more in-

volved process requiring precious 

time and “reaching out” skills on 

the part of the questioner, we 

found it to be very worthwhile. 

  

 Benita      &       Graciela  
 Clark                 Pequeno 

President Michelle Prosek (center) with program presenters Tina 
Jones (Girls on the Run) and Bernell Hooker (IOU Sports.) 

Hospitality Corner 

Jean Collins and Shirley Metcalf 

shared the hostess role during the 

social in the Branch suite before the 

February Luncheon and Program. 

 

Jean Kreul and Rosemarie 

Shimeall have signed up for the 

April 2 social.   

 

Thank you to everyone for volun-

teering for this important role. 

  

 Sue Abler, House/
Hospitality Chair 

Guest Maureen Laust-
sen and President-Elect 
Lyn Hildenbrand. 

Start Smart Seminar 
Alverno College   10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 

Our own Shirley Metcalf  

will be the presenter. 
If interested contact Lyn Hildenbrand 

lyne819@gmail.com or  

Shirley metcalfelder81@gmail.com 



My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante 
Discussion Leader  ~ Donna Jordahl 

A  modern masterpiece from one of Italy’s most ac-

claimed authors, My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense,  

and generous-hearted story about two friends, Elena and  

Lila. Ferrante’s inimitable style lends itself perfectly to a me-

ticulous portrait of these two women that is also the story  

of a nation and a touching meditation on the nature of 

friendship. With this novel, the first in a quartet, Ferrante 

proves herself to be one of Italy’s great storytellers. She has 

given her readers a masterfully plotted page-turner, abundant 

and generous in its narrative details and characterizations, 

that is also a stylish work of literary fiction destined to de-

light her many fans and win new readers to her fiction. 

 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, February 23  

1 p.m.  Book Club     

Astor Suite #202 

 

THURSDAY, March 3 

Start Smart Seminar 

Alverno College 

10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 

Our own Shirley Metcalf  

will be the presenter   

 

SATURDAY, March 5 

Board of Directors will conduct a 

virtual meeting through email. 

 

UWM PLANETARIUM 

Road Trip!!   

Program  1 p.m. 

Hosted by Dr. Jean Creighton, 

Director of Planetarium  

and member of AAUW  

Milwaukee Branch . 

 

TUESDAY, March 22  

1 p.m.  Book Club    

Astor Suite #202 

 

 

SATURDAY, April 2 

Board of Directors Meeting—9:30 

 

Social 11:15 ~ Suite #202  

Lunch 12 p.m.  Bach Room 

Member Recognition 

 

Program  12:30   

Jessica Michna  
“The Women of Charles Dickens” 

 

 

SATURDAY, May 7 

Board of Directors Meeting—9:00 
 

SCHOLARSHIP BRUNCH  10:30  

Italian Conference Center 

 

Public  

Reported by C. Tully,  
Milwaukee Branch  
Public Policy Chair 

AAUW-Milwaukee Branch  924 E Juneau Ave #202  Milwaukee, WI 53202  414-276-6820  aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com   milwaukee-wi.aauw.net 

Book Club 

March 22 

1 p.m. 

In suite 202 

Astor Hotel 

4th Tuesday of 
the Month 

 Alverno, MSOE, UWM and Mar-
quette. At that time, we will provide 
information about pay inequity, 
AAUW, and Branch membership as 
well as advertising our Branch spon-
sorship of Start Smart seminars this 
spring. Anyone who can volunteer 
from approximately 11 a.m. —1 p.m. 
at one of these campuses, please let 
me know at 

ctully@habush.com  
or (414) 688-0242. 

 

Voter Registration  
Voting in Wisconsin has become 
more challenging. We have an op-
portunity to work with League of 
Women Voters and Supermarket 
Legends to register voters before 
the April primary and provide infor-
mation about the new photo ID  
requirements. Several of our mem-
bers are Special Registration Depu-
ties. Anyone who would like to help 
with voter registration please con-
tact me at the email or phone num-
ber listed above for information on 
becoming an SRD.  
 The League of Women Voters  
is looking for volunteers to register 
voters and provide information 
about voting, at UWM Library  
from  February 17th-March 
31st on Wednesdays 1-3 p.m. 
and Thursdays 3-5 p.m.  There 
will be more opportunities with the 
League after February 16 election. 

AAUW Statement on Obama’s 
Proposed Rule on Equal Pay 

S even years ago today, President 
Barack Obama signed into 

law his first piece of legislation as 
president, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act. Now President Obama has 
directed the EEOC, together with 
Department of Labor, to publish a 
proposal to annually collect sum-
mary pay data by gender, race, and 
ethnicity from businesses with 100 
or more employees. 
 Under the proposal, employers 
would first submit pay data as of 
September 30, 2017. This step ex-
pands on and replaces an earlier 
AAUW-supported plan for the  
Department of Labor to collect  
similar information from federal 
contractors.  
 The new proposal will cover 
more than 63 million employees, 
and the data collected will provide 
critical insights into the gender and 
racial pay gap. Coming from a rec-
ommendation of the president’s  
National Equal Pay Task Force and  
a presidential memorandum issued 
on Equal Pay Day 2014, will help 
focus public enforcement of equal 
pay laws and provide better insight 
into discriminatory pay practices 
across industries and occupations. 
 

Equal Pay Day—April 12, 2016 
The Milwaukee Branch is planning  
to have Equal Pay Day tables at  

mailto:ctully@habush.com
tel:%28414%29%20688-0242
http://www.aauw.org/2009/01/29/lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-act-signed-into-law/
http://www.aauw.org/2014/01/31/lilly-hasnt-given-up/
http://www.aauw.org/2014/01/31/lilly-hasnt-given-up/
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/2014/04/08/equal-pay-victory/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/state-equal-pay-laws/

