
       NEWSLETTER  

January 2017 Milwaukee, Inc. (WI) Branch 
making a difference since 1891  

 

  

Saturday, 
January 7 

 
Italian  

Conference Center 
631 E Chicago St  

 
 

11 am 
Social 

 
11:30  

Luncheon & 
Program 

 
COST: $20 

 
 RESERVATIONS ARE 

REQUIRED 
 

Reservation Deadline  

Tuesday, Jan 3 
 

414-276-6820 
aauw.milwaukee@gmail.com 

 

Please advise of any  

special dietary needs. 

A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  U N I V E R S I T Y  W O M E N  

A s Executive Director of 

PEARLS for Teen Girls,  

Gerry Howze has a vision that 

includes building a movement of 

young women prepared to lead 

Milwaukee. Prior to PEARLS, 

Howze developed her wealth of 

programming knowledge as Club 

Manager at the Hillside Boys & 

Girls Club, Director and trainer for 

Goldin COA Youth & Family Cen-

ter, and KIDS FIRST Coalition Co-

ordinator at Aurora Family Service.  

 

Gerry has a B.A. in Human Services 

from Springfield College, and is a 

2005 Future Milwaukee graduate.  

She holds certificates in youth de-

velopment, training 

and leadership from 

the Youth Work 

Learning Center, 

Family Development 

Resources, Aurora 

Health Care, Wa-

loon Institute, and Leadership 

Quest Development Shop.  

 

Gerry serves on the board of Mil-

waukee Scholars, Marcus Center 

for the Performing Arts’ Diversity 

& Community Engagement Com-

mittee, Diverse & Resilient and is a 

member of the United Way of 

Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha 

County Speakers Bureau. 

WHAT A LINE-UP! Gerry Howze, from PEARLS for Teen Girls, along 

with Erica Marion and Michaela Bashour, attendees of 2016 National Conference 
of  College Women Student Leaders, will all give presentations on January 7.  

Focus on the Future of AAUW — Young Women ! 

Erica Marion 
is a junior at 

Mount Mary 

University, stud-

ying  biology and 

health science. 

She has been a 

student affiliate of the branch for sev-

eral years and has been at a couple of 

branch meetings.   

 

Our branch paid for Erica’s registra-

tion to the state conference last year 

in Madison when she was a partici-

pant in a presentation regarding Col-

lege and University Relations. 

 

Erica will share her experiences at 

the NCCWSL conference she attend-

ed  last year as will Michaela Bash-

our through a video she made for us. 

 
Branch member Janet 

Nortrom said “My 

granddaughter, 

Michaela Bashour from 

Brentwood, TN, went 

to the national AAUW 

2015 convention in San Diego. We 

thought it would be great to see 

some outstanding women as she 

plans to be an aeronautics engineer.” 

 

Michaela attends school in Mississippi, 

where she is working on airplanes 

and rockets. She was given a full con-

ference scholarship from AAUW na-

tional and the Girls’ Club helped 

Michaela with airfare. 



 

Hello AAUW-Milwaukee Branch Members! 

 

W ow!  What a terrific Holiday celebration we 

had this year at the ICC!  I will leave the brag-

ging rights to the Membership Committee – see their 

article later in this newsletter.  But suffice it to say that 

we enjoyed delicious and artfully presented hors 

d’oeuvres and every bit of it went off without a hitch. 

Special thanks to Bettina Arnold for getting us con-

nected with the musical group Athas, and Kathe for 

coordinating with them for some last minute changes! 

* 

For our January meeting, we’ll be hosting two AAUW 

student leadership stars, and learn how their relation-

ship with AAUW has impacted their lives. In addition, 

Gerry Howze, executive director of PEARLS for Teen 

Girls will also speak briefly on that day about this 

uniquely successful organization. I hope you’ll join us 

for that special event – a bright spot in the dark winter 

month of January. 

* 

The AAUW-Milwaukee Branch Board will be looking 

for nominations for critical leadership positions that 

are required to serve with the incoming President, Lyn 

Hildenbrand, and the Board of Directors. These in-

clude the positions of President-Elect and Program 

Chair. There will possibly be other appointed Chair 

positions that will open up as well. Please contact a 

board member or the office if you are interested in 

taking on a leadership role, or would be willing to 

serve as a co-chair.   

 

Michelle Prosek 

Please remember these key dates for your 

calendar: 

 Saturday, March 4th –  

   We are heading OFF-SITE!   We be heading to the 

Milwaukee Public Museum for a behind the scenes view 

of the Anthropology Department.   

 

 Monday, March 27th – District 2 meeting – all 

branch members are welcome! Come get to know 

members from Milwaukee, North Shore, West Subur-

ban, Oconomowoc, Lake Country and Watertown 

Branches.   

 

 April 21-22 – AAUW State Convention at the 

Bridgewood Conference Center in Neenah, WI. Look 

for details in the next Badger Briefs! 

 

 Ongoing – every Friday night - The Alverno 

Girl’s Academy of Science and Mathematics Pro-

gram.   Each Friday night, from 4-7 through the re-

mainder of the school year Alverno sponsors a program 

for high school girls to learn more about STEM pro-

grams and their potential future involvement.  AAUW 

members are invited to attend as mentors at no cost! 

Only your time and your wealth of experience is need-

ed.  If you are interested please contact me or the of-

fice.   

 

I look forward to seeing all of you in January, and please 

be kind to one another.    

  * 
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October member meeting costs 

were supported financially by the 

Milwaukee Branch. The chart 

shows the percentage members 

pay, the cost of a speaker/

entertainment, and the Italian 

Conference Center charges for 

October. 

Treasurer’s Corner  

Shirley Metcalf, Branch Treasurer 

New Member Tanya Wiedenhoeft (far right) 
and her daughter Tati, Karisa Bogdan, June 
Albert, Charity Blount and Kathe Bogdan 
(seated) were the Milwaukee Branch team to 
wrap gifts at Southridge Mall on Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec 10 & 11th, to raise money 
for the St. John’s Cathedral Homeless Shel-
ter and to raise awareness of AAUW.  
Linda Jenzake (not shown) also “wrapped.” 
Southridge management invited us back 
next year. 



didn’t attend this event, you would have been very 

impressed with the myriad donations from our own 

branch members. Among the many auction items 

were beautiful handcrafted jewelry, 

paintings, stained glass art, hand-

decorated wine glasses, a gift basket of 

exotic foods, vintage ceramic mugs, 

and, of course, many “huggables” of all 

sizes. 

  

Although not all payments have been 

received, treasurer Shirley Metcalf  

reported that we made close to $800!  

The recipient of the donation, the  

St. John’s Cathedral Women’s Underground Shelter 

organization should be very happy.  We will keep 

you posted in the next newsletter about these  

results. 

Y our Membership Committee is delighted to re-

port that we were indeed surprised at the fantas-

tic turnout for our Holiday Celebration on December 

3 at the Italian Conference Center.  

More than 50 members and guests  

listened to the lively Irish music per-

formed by áthas and participated in our 

Annual Huggable Silent Auction. The 

delicious hot hors d’oeuvres, the wines, 

and other potables kept coming-- and 

everyone kept writing their bids! In the 

end, everything was bid for-- including 

the loneliest little “huggable”. 

  

No doubt at all, our Annual Milwaukee AAUW  

holiday fundraiser for a charitable cause on December 

3rd was indeed a resounding success. For those who 

 Benita                  Graciela  
 Clark                          Pequeno 

Huggable Christmas Auction a Great Success! 

Milwaukee Branch student 

affiliate Erica Marion and 

President Michelle Prosek. 

Members Barbara Nazer, Rita McDonald and Jean Kreul, lwith 

Joanne Johnson in the background  . 

Sharon Grant and Carol Muratore. 

Rina Castillo-Chevez  

and Lupita Montoto’s 

daughter consider a bid.  

(Left-right)  Carole 

Jaksic, daughter of 

Nancy Nohl (next to 

her), Benita Clark and 

John, and their guest, 

Jenny Lackner.  
Holiday celebration Dec. 3 



 
 
 

 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 
When Books Went to War:  The Stories That Helped Us         
Win World War II by Molly Guptill Manning.   

W hen America entered World War II in 1941, we faced an 
enemy that had banned and burned over 100 million books 

and caused fearful citizens to hide or destroy many 
more. Outraged librarians launched a campaign to 
send free books to American troops and gathered 
20 million hardcover donations. In 1943, the War 

Department and the publishing industry stepped in with an extraordi-
nary program: 120 million small, lightweight paperbacks, for troops to 
carry with them in every theater of war.  
Discussion leader, Anne Bales.  For the discussion, Anne 
requests that book club members bring the title of a book 
which has influenced them the most in the past.   
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elected officials to use the lame 
duck session to complete im-
portant work including funding the 
government without harmful rid-
ers and confirming federal judges 
who deserve an “up or down” 
vote. Help us keep the pressure on 
current elected officials to finish 
this important business before the 
holidays.  
 
 
Trump’s Cabinet Nominations 
In addition, we are monitoring 
announcements of U.S. Cabinet 
nominees we can expect from the 
President-elect Donald Trump. 
Because we expect confirmation 
hearings to begin in January, we’ll 
be working through the new year 
to make sure the Senate fulfills its 
obligation to thoroughly examine 
each and every nominee’s record 
and conducts detailed confirma-
tion hearings before taking a vote. 
 
AAUW’s public policy staff will 
continue to advocate for educa-
tion, economic security, and civil 
rights policies that positively im-
pact women and families in the 
115th Congress.   

The following report comes from  
Erin Prangley  National AAUW Asso-

ciate Director of Government Relations  
 

A lthough the political land-
scape changes after each 

and every federal election cycle, 
AAUW’s mission to advance equity 
for all women and girls through ad-
vocacy, education, research and 
philanthropy remains the same.  
 
Members Approve AAUW Public 
Policy for 2017-2019 
I am very excited that AAUW mem-
bers from across the country are 
taking a look at our current public 
policy priorities and providing criti-
cal input to help shape the 2017-
2019 AAUW Public Policy Program 
(PPP). This member-approved pro-
gram guides AAUW’s advocacy ef-
forts at the national, state, and local 
levels.  The Policies will be formally 
approved at the national conven-
tion in Washington, D.C. in summer, 
2017. 
 
 Help us keep the pressure on  
In the meantime, we’re hard at 
work during these remaining days 
of the 114th Congress urging our 

Saturday, January 7–ICC 
 9:30 a.m.    Board Meeting  
 11:00 Social  
 11:30  Lunch and Program  

The focus will be on University and-
College Relations and stu-
dent affiliates, the Nation-
al Conference of College 
Women Student Leaders, 
along with a presentation on the 
successful organization  P.E.A.R.L.S. 
for Teen Girls. 
 

Tuesday, January 24  

 Book Club-1 pm  
 in Astor suite 202. 

 
 

SATURDAY, February 4 
 9:30 a.m.    Board Meeting  
 11:00 Social  
 11:30  Lunch and Program  

The First Officer of the  
TITANIC steps off the 
ship to give us an up 
close and personal ac-
count of the historic and 
horrific event. 
 
 

TUESDAY February 28  
 Book Club 1 pm  
 in Astor suite 202. 
 
 
SATURDAY, March 4 

 FIELD TRIP  
MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM 
 A unique opportunity to see the 
behind-the-scenes peek at the an-
thropology division of the Milwau-
kee Public Museum. Watch for de-
tails as to time, cost, etc. in future 
editions.   

 

Tuesday, March 28  

 Book Club-1 pm  
 in Astor suite 202. 
 

4th Tuesday 

of the month 
1 p.m. 

In suite 202 

Astor Hotel 

Book Club 

 


